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											Edwardsville YMCA Hosts Art Appreciation Week 
  EDWARDSVILLE, Ill.– “How do you make sculptures?” This question was asked to Director Natasha Howard, nearly five years ago by a first grader and is what inspired the Edwardsville YMCA Meyer Center to provide its Art and Humanities program. In past years, the program has presented a creative platform for children who express interest in art, theater, and music. Many of local youth ranging from the ages of five to fourteen have participated in these art-related programs. In honor of these young talents and the success of the Art and Humanities program, the Edwardsville YMCA Meyer Center has declared the week of October 21st through 27th, “Art Appreciation Week.” 
	“I understand the need for kids to be creative.” Natasha Howard, Director of Art and Humanities explained. “Our program has given kids the opportunity to learn dance, music, sculpture, painting, and theater production – just to name a few. We’ve taught it all.” 
	The purpose of the newly installed “Art Appreciation Week” is to give children enrolled in YMCA Art and Humanities’ classes a chance to showcase their work. Non-YMCA members from the community are also welcome to share their experience with art. Each day will have a 
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theme related to a specific type of art. Whether it is “Monday mash up,” where participants will have a chance to work on a giant painting together or “Theater Thursday,” the week will offer a diverse amount of opportunity for the Edwardsville area youth to dedicate a week to art and creativity. 
	Howard stated that, “The Edwardsville community has always supported the program through thick and thin. We have received many generous donations for our program. This is our way of showing gratitude for our support.”
	The “Art Appreciation Week” will end with a talent show at the Edwardsville Wildey Theatre on Friday, October 25th for students who would like to perform what they learned in class. While the public is welcome to join in projects for art week, the Wildey Theatre talent show is for YMCA Art and Humanities students and family members’ of students only. Throughout the week the YMCA will display all art projects for public viewing at the Edwardsville YMCA Esic and Meyer centers. At the end of the week, participants will have the chance to take home their artwork. The Edwardsville YMCA is excited to celebrate art within the Edwardsville community! 
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